This issue of the journal
We begin this issue of the journal with project delivery systems in the article 'Effects of Front-End Planning under Fast-Tracked Project Delivery Systems for Industrial Projects' by Rybkowski et al. Next, Bigelow et al. introduce us to perspectives from prospective construction management students and gender in our industry in 'Attracting Students to Construction Education Programs: An Exploration of Perceptions by Gender.' 'Understanding the Underrepresentation of Qualitative Research Approaches to Built Environment Research in Nigeria' by Umeokafor and Windapo uncovers an international perspective on the propensity to use certain research methods. Finally, we look at performance metrics for constructing public education facilities in Hurtado et al.'s 'Public School Facility Underfunding: A New Tool to Maximize Construction Dollars and Improve Performance Outcomes.' Each paper is discussed in more detail in the following section.
Paper one by Rybkowski et al. investigates front-end planning, a process designed to mitigate risk in the pre-planning phases of a project. The authors focus on industrial project performance for different project delivery systems across 438 industrial projects built between 1990 and 2010 in the USA. Results point to statistical similarities and differences with regard to performance across the project delivery types.
In the second paper, Bigelow et al. focus on the current and future demand for construction managers (CM) through the eyes of attracting the future workforce. The authors collected data from multiple universities to study perceptions of degree programs for CM, further delineated by perceptions of gender as well. While many factors were found to influence perceptions of CM degrees, and positively, there were many differences in how students reached these differences in perceptions.
Paper three by Umeokafor and Windapo explores the propensity of researchers to use quantitative research methods, when other research methods might be more appropriate. Focusing on research work in Nigeria, the authors discuss the disposition of researchers to 'default' towards a quantitative approach when qualitative approaches could be more effective. Results point to educational background and lack of experience in qualitative training as possible reasons for a propensity to adopt quantitative approaches.
Hurtado et al. investigate ways to improve the educational experience, produce educational infrastructure (facilities) that perform better and impact learning conditions positively for public education. Using longitudinal data across 39 projects in 11 Public School District (PSD) over 6 years, the authors reviewed data for hit rate, proposal performance, proposal cost and interview performance. Results indicate ways for PSDs to improve efficiencies through construction management processes.
Beyond this issue of the journal
We continue to be excited about the work submitted to our journal and the enthusiasm of those who review for our journal, as well as the enthusiasm of our larger community. Please continue to support our journal in 2018 by reading the incredible work of our authors and reviewers. Also, we have a constant call for new special issues and special issue in book ideas, so please contact us if you have interest.
As you can see, we continue to expand our influence internationally. In addition, our creative efforts continue to generate topics that drive our industry, serve ASC members and maintain the asset that you have grown to expect, the International Journal of Construction Education and Research.
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